
 

 
 

A One-Day Inter-disciplinary Student Workshop on  

Representing Smell in the City 
 Thursday 3rd May 9am – 4.30pm, THE MANCHESTER SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IN PARTICIPATING IN THIS EVENT 

 

The one-day inter-disciplinary workshop will be facilitated by Victoria Henshaw, from the Manchester 

Architecture Research Centre, Kate McLean, Artist in Residence at the Edinburgh College of Art and Mark 

Sergeant, Psychologist at Nottingham Trent University. It will bring together students of different levels 

(undergraduate and postgraduate), different disciplines and universities, with the explicit intention of 

investigating and developing new ideas for capturing, recreating and representing smells in, and of, the city. 

Such a goal is notoriously problematic, presenting a challenge to scientists and artists alike in communicating 

urban smellscapes. This is exacerbated by an insufficiently developed vocabulary for smell in most European 

languages resulting in difficulties in identifying and naming odours. This has been compounded by a lack of 

technological means to measure smell environments, with the human nose remaining the most 

sophisticated and sensitive measurement tool, although techniques such as gas-chromatography (Buchbauer 

2011) or technologies such as augmented noses (Weber 2011) are now starting to emerge.  

A number of artists such as Sissel Tolaas  and Hilda Kozari have recreated the odours of cities using the 

techniques of the perfumier, and writers such Patrick Süskind have described urban smell environments in 

words. More recently, graphic designer and sensory artist Kate McLean has experimented with and 

developed ways of capturing, recreating and representing urban smellscapes using every-day materials. This 

workshop will start with a smellwalk of Manchester City Centre, followed by presentations from Victoria 

Henshaw on her research on smell and cities, another by Mark Sergeant on how the sense of smell works, 

followed by  a briefing from Kate McLean on techniques she has used in her smell mapping work in Paris, 

Edinburgh and Glasgow. Participants will be allocated into inter-disciplinary teams of 5 people, each of which 

will be asked to work together for the day in developing different ideas on how Manchester’s smell 

environment might be represented. Each team will then present their ideas back to the group and a panel of 

representatives from Manchester Metropolitan University and the University of Manchester. Work from the 

session will be promoted through the Smell and the City Project. Lunch will be provided for all participants. 

All participants in the workshop will receive a £15 Amazon voucher in recognition of their contribution to 

the session. Places are limited, to register your interest please email victoria.henshaw@manchester.ac.uk on 

or before Wednesday 25th April 2012, stating your name, the course you are studying and at which 

university, and outlining the reason why you would be interested in participating in the event. You will then 

be emailed on Friday 27th April 2012 to confirm whether your registration has been accepted. Please note 

that all participants will be asked to bring their normal tools or materials with which they work with them, 

although a small budget for additional materials will be available on the day.  
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