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• The value of smell? 

• The smell of contemporary cities 

• Interface between smell and 
environmental perception 

• Design tools 

• Questions/Discussion 

 

 

 

Session Structure 



Does society value some 
senses more than others?  



• up to £155,250 for total loss of sight  

• £52,950 to £63,625 for total loss of hearing 

• £14,500 to £19,100 for total loss of smell 

• £11,200 to £14,500 for total loss of the sense of 
taste  
 

Note: Touch is a more complex process in valuation terms 

(http://www.foxclaims.co.uk/Claims.htm) 

Insurance claims advice in the UK… 



“… the sense of smell had its glory days when 
animality still predominated over ‘culture’, 

rationality and education – before these factors, 
combined with a thoroughly cleansed space, 

brought about the complete atrophy of smell”  
Henri Lefebvre (1974) 



How does the contemporary 
city smell?   



Increasingly the whole world has 
come to smell alike: gasoline, 

detergents, plumbing, and junk foods 
coalesce into the catholic smog of our 

age.” 
Ivan Illich, 1985 



Architect Herve Ellena suggests,  
olfaction falls within ‘the dark side of 

architecture’, included in the details that 
people and organisations overlook within 

their planning 
 

Barbara & Perliss, 2006, p98 













Control, management and design of 
the smell environment 

 
Influenced by 

Globalisation 

& Consumption 

Separation 

Masking 

Deodorisation 

Scenting 

      Adapted from those originally 
outlined by Rodaway (1994): 
Cleansing, Deodorisation, 
Synthesis and Labelling.   



Globalisation + 
Homogenity of 
the olfactory 
environment 



…Fuelled by Consumption 



The interface between 
smell and environment 

perception 





We also have ‘Smell’marks 









•  Smellmarks operate at different  spatial levels 

•  They includes positively and negatively 
 perceived odours 

•  They play a role in city legibility 

 



Design Tools 

•      Air movement/microclimates 

•      Activity density/concentration 

•      Topography 

•      Restorative environmental aspects 
 



Conclusion 

•      Odour and Place perception are linked 

•      A wide range of odours can be detected in the built 
   environment 

•      A range of processes are used in an attempt to control 
   smell in the environment  

•      Designers have a range of tools by which they can 
   shape smellscapes 

•      Smells perception is highly individually, socially and 
   culturally situated therefore should be treated with 
   caution 

 


